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gditors’ Introduction “
Robert ‘Park‘ was born in Harveyville, Pennsylvania while his father was serving in the Civil War. They later
settled in Minnesota and his father became a prosperous grocer. Park entered the University of Michigan i
1882 and .was particularly drawr1 to the philogophy Entices of John Dewey. He acquired id:as of evo?utionl'\n-
ary naturalism from Delv\./ey. coming to see society as set in the natural order, in a competitive arena, but also
held together by cognitive and moral consensus.

Upon graduation.he began e Calt AdiA IRWEpApEriepartcr moving from Minneapolis, to Detroit, to Denver,
to New York, ?nd flr\ally to Chicago. He wrote on the corruption of urban political machines, the immigrant
areas of the city, C'nm.e, and oth.er urban affairs. Journalism, particularly in Manhattan, satisfied his thirst for
adventure and multifarious experience, but a persisting interest in the grand questions of life led him to return
to academia to study philosophy at Harvard University in 1898. He subsequently grew interested in social
thought and thus was impelled to move to Germany and the University of Berlin, which was then seen by
many to be the intellectual center of Europe. While in Berlin, he came under the influence of Georg Simmel,
then a Privatdozent lecturing in sociology. He obtained a Ph.D. from the University of Heidelberg in 1904.

Park returned from Germany to Massachusetts in 1903 and became a teaching assistant at Harvard. Through
a chance encounter with a missionary, however, he discovered the work of the Congo Reform Association,
and soon accepted work as their secretary and chief publicity agent. Through his work lobbying Congress to
take action on the state of brutality and exploitation in the Congo Free State, Park met Booker T. Washington,
who in 1905 was at the height of his notoriety as an accommodationist spokesman for black causes among
the political elites. He became Washington's stenographer/ghostwriter, counselor and press agent for the
next seven years, working mainly at the Tuskegee Institute in Macon, Georgia, with regular visits to New England
and occasional tours to Europe with Washington. This migratory lifestyle did not suit his family, however, and
he decided to return to academic life, at the invitation of W. I. Thomas, then a professor of sociology at the
University of Chicago.

In the fall of 1913, at the age of 49, Robert Park began the quarter-century of teaching and research
leadership during which the University of Chicago sociology department became a celebrated center of the
discipline in America. Through the tremendous surge of field research that he supervised, he was instru-
mental in drawing sociology away from a normative and reform-oriented focus of the Progressive era .to a
more scientific analysis that still accounted for the social importance of knowledge. His semlpa| essay tlt.|ed‘
“The City: Suggestions for the Investigation of Human Behavior in the City,” published in 1915in th‘e American
Journal of Sociology, became a kind of manifesto for the use of city as a research Iat?oratory. In i, he call‘ed
for the study of urban life using the same ethnographic methods used by anthropologists to study the Native
Americans, With Ernest W. Burgess, Park wrote and edited a textbook, Introduct{'on to thg Science of Sociology
(1921), which became the most influential reader in the early history of American sociology. Park served as

President of the American Sociological Society (later changed to Association) in 1925.
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THE WEB OF LIFE The “web of life,” in which all living organisms

plants and animals alike, are bound togetherini
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fower. The same thing is true with some kinds of
clover- Bumblebees alone Visit red clover, as other
pees cannot reach the nectar. The inference is that
if the bumblebees became extinct or very rare in
Engla.nd, the heartsease and red clover would
pecome very rare, or wholly disappear. However,
the number of bumblebees in any district de-
pends
mice,

small towns the nests of bumblebees are more
numerous than elsewhere and this is attributed
to the number of cats that destroy the mice. Thus
next year's crop of purple clover in certain parts
of England depends on the number of bumble-
pees in the district; the number of bumblebees
depends upon the number of field mice, the num-
per of field mice upon the number and the enter-
prise of the cats, and the number of cats — as
someone has added — depends on the number of
old maids and others in neighboring villages who
keep cats.

These large food chains, as they are called,
each link of which eats the other, have as their

logical prototype the familiar nursery rhyme, “The
House that Jack Built.” You recall:

The cow with the crumpled horn,
That tossed the dog,

That worried the cat,

That killed the rat,

That ate the malt

That lay in the house that Jack built

Darwin and the naturalists of his day were parti-
cularly interested in observing and recording these
curious illustrations of the mutual adaptation and
correlation of plants and animals because they
seerned to throw light on the origin of the species.
Both the species and their mutual interdependence,
within 2 common habitat, seem to be a product of
the same Darwinian struggle for existence.

It is interesting to note that it was the applica-
tion to organic life of a sociological principle — the
principle, namely, of “competitive co-operation” —
that gave Darwin the first clue to the formulation
of his theory of evolution.

[...]

lating of life within the realm of animate nature is,
as Darwin described it, “the struggle for existence.”
By this means the numbers of living organisms
are regulated, their distribution controlled, and the
balance of nature maintained. Finally, it is by
in a great measure on the number of field E‘Za;\;:tf_ o 618‘_nentary fom.a o CQmpetition b
which destroy their combs. and nests. It is find theilrnljgﬁ:}?:: l;ans’tg::ep?\“:i?;rz i o Smlggleé
estimated that more than two-thirds of them are in the existing correla\tioy d'm'nr'onmem i
thus destroyed all over England. Near villages and  between the different specrileso " diision of fabor
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The active principle in the ordering and regu-

Lsse

T.hese manifestations of1 a living, changing, but
PETS\S?em order among competing organisms —
organisms embodying “conflicting yet correlated
lpterests” — seem to be the basis for the concep-
tion .Of a social order transcending the individual
species, and of a society based on a biotic rather
than a cultural basis, a conception later developed
by the plant and animal ecologists.

In recent years the plant geographers have
been the first to revive something of the earlier field
naturalists’ interest in the interrelations of species.
Haeckel, in 1878, was the first to give to these stud-
ies a name, “ecology,” and by so doing gave them
the character of a distinct and separate science.

The interrelation and interdependence of the spe-
cies are naturally more obvious and more intimate
within the common habitat than elsewhere. Further-

more, as correlations have multiplied and com-
petition has decreased, in consequence of mutual
adaptations of the competing species, the habitat
and habitants have tended to assume the character
of a more or less completely closed system.

Within the limits of this system the individual
units of the population are involved in a process
of competitive co-operation, which has given to their
interrelations the character of a natural economy.
To such a habitat and its inhabitants — whether plant,
animal, or human — the ecologists have applied the
term “comrmunity.”

The essential characteristics of a community, SO
conceived, are those of: (1) a population, territori-
ally organized, (2) more or less completely rooted
in the soil it occupies, (3) its individual units living
in a relationship of mutual interdependence that
is symbiotic rather than societal, in the sense in
which that term applies to human beings.

These symbiotic societies are not merely

unorganized assemblages of plants and animals
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